ECHOES OF THE FALL OF ROMK    {i;
prefect Sextus Petronius Probus, was one of the chief  Christian   centres   at   Koine.      Mr.    Hill describes Probus as a rather lukewarm Christian ; at all events, he and his three sons (all consuls) were not deterred by any lofty religious scruplvs from devoting their services to the falling empire. When Rome had fallen, the three ladies sailed for Carthage with such treasure as they could convey from the wreck of their vast fortunes.     But they had   only  preserved   the   young  and   beautiful Demetrias   from   the rude  embraces of  Alane"*; soldiers   to  find  a   crowd   of Syrian   merchants bidding for her on the quays of Carthage.   Juli.uu is said to have  parted with  half her remaining fortune   to  the despicable  Heraclian   before  she and her daughter were set at liberty.    They then settled at Carthage, and  we have a  long   letter which  Augustine wrote  them  on  prayer.    Two years  afterwards   great   excitement   was   caused throughout   the   empire,   we   are   told,   by   the announcement that the young Demetrius, a famous beauty, and  the last  heiress of three celebrated families—the Probi, the Anicii, and the Olybni was about to make a vow of virginity.    She \v.i*. betrothed   to   a   Roman   noble,   hut   the  general apprehension  that  the end of the world   was  ,tt